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With the site resting on the edge of Lake Zurich, 
the existing, steep terrain surrounding the lake is 
what drove the overall design. The topography 
allowed the creation of the outdoor rooms which 
open up to breathtaking views of the lake and 
city. As the project’s main features, two main, 
open verandas and a pool were integrated, 
providing for rich, living spaces outdoors. The 
concept of connecting the outside with the 
inside was strongly incorporated here, making 
the boundaries disappear in-between the 
architecture and the garden. Grass waves soften 
the architecture by weaving around the site. The 
result is a spacious, park-like garden that directly 
relates, not only to the architecture, but also to 
Lake Zurich and the city beyond.

The residence was created at the shores of 
Lake Zurich, and the open view to the lake was 
a priority in the design, as requested by the 
client. Additionally, the connection between 
the two architectural elements, the house and 
pool cabana, was critical to the success of the 
project. The proximity of the neighboring homes 
created an additional need for privacy. Pine trees 
were used to frame the views to the lake while 
green, rolling gardens emerge between the two 
architectural elements with a stone stairway 
connecting the two. Additional privacy was 
introduced into the design with a barrier of tall 
bamboo hedges between the site and the two 
neighboring properties.

Design program: The intention of the design was 
to create a private and harmonious connection 
between the house and the pool cabana, as 
well as a symbiosis of inside and outside.  The 
program contains a central veranda, covered 
terraces, pool deck, pool cabana, an entrance 

courtyard, and an open field with grass waves 
for any type of activities.

Design intent:  The interaction between the house 
and the various garden levels was achieved by a 
stone stairway, which subtly links the living area 
with the garden. The outdoor room, or covered 
terrace, which extends beyond the living area not 
only activates the area but also makes it more 
attractive and versatile for different functions 
while providing a direct access to the main 
garden. The use of stone throughout the outdoor 
spaces visually connects the circulation areas of 
the site. An open pool deck, void of tree canopy, 
allows this for full exposure to the sun, and the 
area to be used in early spring and autumn when 
the temperature in Switzerland are colder.

The pine trees emerging from the openings in the 
covered terrace garden provide additional shade 
during the hot summers and allow light and heat 
through during the cold winters. Furthermore, 
between the home and the pool cabana, a rolling 
veranda with pine trees and berms of fountain 
grass, create a tranquil space for outdoor 
activity. The implementation of Bamboo, Yew, 
Hydrangea, Boxwood, and Thyme creates 
an evergreen garden that can be appreciated 
through the seasons.

Materials:  The owner emphasized his preference 
for old trees. Accordingly, the design places high 
priority on these specimens since they shape 
the character of the garden. They were arranged 
artfully immediately around the house, creating 
the interplay of light and shadow while further 
back on the land, they increase the impression of 
depth and frame the views of the lake. 
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The design contains planting materials that 
blossom at different seasons allowing the 
landscape to constantly change color year-
round. The grass waves are especially seasonal, 
transitioning from their beautiful winter interest to 
being cut short in the spring, displaying flowering 
umbels in summer, and finally glowing golden in 
the autumn. Additionally, fields of flowers were 
composed with hydrangea in waves along the 
perimeter of the site, to provide color throughout 
the year.

Installation methods: Our designers integrated 
new methods of modern horticultural technology, 
like specialized turf grass and arboretum-grown 
specimen trees. Due to the unique nature of the 
site, creative solutions were implemented to 
maximize the usable garden area, and stabilize 
slopes.

Environmental concern and sustainability: Due to 
the topography on the site, storm runoff was of 
major concern. To alleviate excess runoff, swale 
areas were created, in addition to gravel beds 
that help to percolate the water down into French 
drains hidden under the soil. All tree material was 
of native species, as well as most shrub material, 
to help reduce the need for irrigation once plant 
material is established.

LAKE ZURICH RESIDENCE
ZURICH, SWITZERLAND

Design Firm | Enea Gmbh
Consultants | Zurich, Switzerland

Architect | Gus Wustemann
Construction/ Execution | Enea Gmbh
Photographer | Nico Sharer
Text | Aista Sobouti, Enea Garden Design
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